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October is Fire Prevention Month. FPM is designed to bring fire safety and prevention to the forefront

of everyone’s minds and to serve as a reminder to do your part in providing a safe environment for all

those around you. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) creates an annual theme

designed to encourage these messages. The 2019 theme is: Not every hero wears a cape. Plan

and practice your escape!

NFPA statistics show that in 2017 U.S. fire departments responded to 357,000 home structure fires.

These fires caused 2,630 fire deaths and 10,600 fire injuries. On average, seven people died in a fire

in a home per day during 2012 to 2016. In a typical home fire, you may have as little as one to two

minutes to escape safely from the time the smoke alarm sounds. Escape planning and practice can

help you make the most of the time you have, giving everyone enough time to get out.

Meet E.D.l.T.H.

EDITH. stands for Exit Drill in the Home. Monthly home escape drills should include having [E
household members locate two ways out of every room (doors or windows), practice leaving the

residence in a calm manner, gathering at a designated meeting place, and rehearsing information that

should be relayed to 911 during an actual emergency. Every person, children and adults, who reside

at the location need to be confident in their ability to exit the residence should an emergency arise.

Smoke Alarm familiarization

Monthly smoke alarm tests should be done when children are at home so they become familiar with

the sound. Coach children to begin the previously practiced exit drill when the smoke alarm sounds.

A working smoke alarm cuts the risk of dying in a home fire by half (source: NFPA).

911 —What to say

During an emergency, dialing 911 is the quickest way to get help coming. Rehearsing what to say

before an event will ensure accurate information is relayed to emergency services personnel.

Remember to remain calm while giving the following information:

• Your name
• Your location

• Type of emergency (fire, vehicle accident, medical event)
• Contact phone number (in case the call gets disconnected)
• Any additional information requested

Stay on the phone until the dispatcher gathers all information needed.


